
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and lean not on your own understanding.  

Proverbs 3:5 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
As I ponder the above verse, I wonder if I have ever come close to carrying it out. Lean not on my own 
understanding? Another version says, “…do not rely on your own insight” and another says, “…do not rely on your 
own intelligence.” Since when I have ever jettisoned my own desire to understand a situation? I want to trust the 
Lord with all my heart. I want to love the Lord with all my heart, mind, soul, and strength, but I find it difficult to 
give up my own ability to make sense out of the senseless. I see intuition as a gift of God.  
 
Evidently, wisdom is the ability to accept that there are limits to logic. The writer goes on to say, “Do not be wise 
in your own eyes, fear the Lord and turn from evil.” If we are wise in our own eyes, we will forget to pray. God will 
become a last resort. Faith is difficult. We want to trust. Good living is about trust, but our self-reliant, 
independent, individualistic culture often works against it. Our culture says, “It is all up to you.” Our Scripture 
declares that God is present and available. God can lead us into what God is doing. 
 
Shiloh is going through a season of trust. Transitions are ahead. The dilemma of fixing things or waiting for a more 
prudent time is always with us. Careful analysis caused Shiloh to determine that now is the time to renovate the 
sanctuary. The size of the project required a capital campaign. And every church that enters a capital campaign 
will be challenged in the trust department. I am grateful Shiloh has built the capital campaign on prayer. “Lord, 
what do you want to do through me to fulfill your will for Shiloh?” With such a prayer our faith has grown. And 
consider this, with the sanctuary renovation nearly complete, many of our fears are now in the past. 
 
My impending retirement feels like a test of faith. There are so many decisions to make and I agonize over 
decisions. There are many details in the retirement journey. I get exhausted by minutia. For example, I was having 
trouble signing up for social security benefits online. When I went to the Social Security office, I discovered that 
two different birthdays were listed for me. How did that happen? Fortunately, my birth certificate cleared up the 
confusion. Why can’t things be simple? We purchased a home near our grandchildren. This week, Mary Lynn 
called a company to determine what kind of animal has been heard in the attic. Really? Despite all the tests, I 
must trust that when retirement arrives I will be ready. And certainly, God is with us all and I am grateful for 
God’s patience. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor John 
 

From the Heart 
A letter from Pastor John 



  

CHURCH-WIDE UPDATES  
 

Our First Worship Service in the Renovated Sanctuary! 
Commitment Sunday 

May 5, 10:30am 
 

Shiloh is thrilled to return to the Sanctuary for a combined worship service on May 5 at 10:30am. 
There will be a meal following in the gymnasium. No reservations are required. This is our 
Commitment Sunday. Pledges will be received for our capital campaign to renovate the sanctuary. 
There will also be a dedication of the sanctuary. If there are prayer requests for May 5, please email 
them to either office@shilohumc.com or jwhitaker@shilohoumc.com and the staff will pray over 
them during the week. 
 
The pews are already in and they are beautiful. The storm windows are installed. The windowsills 
and stained-glass are next. Musical instruments must be moved back into place. Cleaning needs to 
be accomplished. We hope all the stained-glass will be in, but if not, we will still be able to proceed 
with worship and the dedication.  
 
Our capital campaign goal is $385,000. Remember all commitments matter. The capital campaign 
pledge is for three years and is giving beyond our regular support of the annual budget. If you need 
more information about the campaign, please call the church office. A special thanks to everyone 
who has helped make the Shiloh Capital Campaign a positive experience. We have prayed, “Lord, 
what do You want to do through me to fulfill your will for Shiloh?” Many are appreciative that are 
capital campaign has been founded on prayer. 
 

West Ohio Annual Conference, May 29-June 1, 2024 

The 55th session of the West Ohio Annual Conference is set to convene from Wednesday, May 29 
through June 1, 2024, at Capital University in Bexley, Ohio. This year's theme, "God is Able," draws 
inspiration from Ephesians 3:20-21, promising a gathering that celebrates the limitless power of 
God. 

A significant aspect of the conference includes voting on crucial business matters that will shape 
the future of the West Ohio Conference. 

There will be a time of celebration as it marks the retirement of Bishop Gregory and Mrs. Cynthia 
Palmer. Pastor John will also be attending a retirement service on Saturday, at 10:30am. Bev 
Hansen is our lay delegate to Annual Conference. 

The conference will also shine a spotlight on the ordination of clergy, symbolizing a commitment to 
nurturing new leaders and fostering spiritual growth within The United Methodist Church. 

There will be an offering received for scholarships for Africa University. Tuition for one year at 
Africa University is $6500. 
 

mailto:office@shilohumc.com
mailto:jwhitaker@shilohoumc.com


  

Looking Ahead 
Farewell Service for Pastor John 

June 30, 10:00am 
Pastor John is retiring July 1, 2024. Shiloh has decided to have one worship service on June 30 at 
10:00am in celebration of his retirement. There will be a meal together following worship in the 
gymnasium. Everyone is invited. Please mark your calendars for that day. Pastor John will be 
preaching “May They Be One” on John 17:20-24. 
 

2024 General Conference, April 23-May 3, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Church General Conference is set to begin on April 23 in Charlotte, NC. This 
conference takes place every four years and is the only entity that speaks for the denomination. The 
United Methodist Book of Discipline is updated every four years to incorporate changes made by the 
General Conference. 
 
The voting delegates for this conference will come from various parts of the world, including the 
United States (55.9%), Africa (32%), the Philippines (6%), Europe (4.6%), and concordat churches 
that have close ties to The United Methodist Church (1.5%). Half of the delegates will be clergy and 
the other half will be laity. 
 
In the days ahead, many will have opinions about what happens at the General Conference. Please 
see these reliable sources for the most accurate information: 

• The United Methodist Church: Website, Facebook 
• West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church: Website, Facebook 
• West Ohio Conference Delegates - These persons have been elected to serve as General 

Conference Delegates. You may send your prayers and messages to West Ohio 
Conference delegates via email: GCDelegates2024@wocumc.org 

 

https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ev85_fqQvFeYAGg2LMlvjYKB_iBd4tbDKJHj-r0dGkr5hXZBFJJE4xcgp5Ku0qhBhA8zUtli9jpayiO0JJ79LwcCxfjyYn1FoXvoebzjcvU36-wDyrhB7ZwapX8PU6vtKRNflwsDIVGAqWyRNvRfRcfWfM3dJnLnPpOsUdYbLey8t_mEAd1ayBIBemkQsDLMpLTEAuCqcgSxecC_zdIDLw==&c=vVzYNVX8mwD1lHLbPPXPdH2p23Ffkz-jiVSwcT-5QkDnNWRDH03w7Q==&ch=aKASqH4tMQEg7Iqwql9LaXk23w3Q83exwfIlNYfxZNDPpZpX_pWzog==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ev85_fqQvFeYAGg2LMlvjYKB_iBd4tbDKJHj-r0dGkr5hXZBFJJE4xcgp5Ku0qhBRx4nA2SAnpkxJ4D-rv9rPvx-Z1bDIXiVEPuZjDFcn_aBV5xsyL4qdHtD7eytjyeNbvoR7fdQ8XNlf5HNOivz1g9M17_roMT7qnhhBPfAEjNnBl7LBopCYQ==&c=vVzYNVX8mwD1lHLbPPXPdH2p23Ffkz-jiVSwcT-5QkDnNWRDH03w7Q==&ch=aKASqH4tMQEg7Iqwql9LaXk23w3Q83exwfIlNYfxZNDPpZpX_pWzog==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ev85_fqQvFeYAGg2LMlvjYKB_iBd4tbDKJHj-r0dGkr5hXZBFJJE4x3CC18U-D9KFL2mNLNSSCpsfMSBlvmziUks-6qhNRKjEuYK00d5GKT1bymlxPQsWrCQeNrW0JgPhDcvyx6e91nnC8WGYs9ClcsRUEoObODD&c=vVzYNVX8mwD1lHLbPPXPdH2p23Ffkz-jiVSwcT-5QkDnNWRDH03w7Q==&ch=aKASqH4tMQEg7Iqwql9LaXk23w3Q83exwfIlNYfxZNDPpZpX_pWzog==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ev85_fqQvFeYAGg2LMlvjYKB_iBd4tbDKJHj-r0dGkr5hXZBFJJE4w9NsVRIP8dHNlcIqRPHzzug7cz-T_T7FoFNESpzUtnuTGV4DMoXJtWNjQVHz-UgI7PfuIGAO593E0pwMlCk_1Q-Rsh90LlB1QNejTlbdZ2ALC9bgrdkyj4=&c=vVzYNVX8mwD1lHLbPPXPdH2p23Ffkz-jiVSwcT-5QkDnNWRDH03w7Q==&ch=aKASqH4tMQEg7Iqwql9LaXk23w3Q83exwfIlNYfxZNDPpZpX_pWzog==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ev85_fqQvFeYAGg2LMlvjYKB_iBd4tbDKJHj-r0dGkr5hXZBFJJE4xcgp5Ku0qhBRC1gDHIZD-GDP0L7rIFjXjkAXMv7IV8nEaOEGBdQ-DYDjQqFUBU7D8k1BlsDcZKBs3UB51CMX5Q9uCCHTniZkGZjR0noukbIcjBeg1iAPbQ3pE_Kk3j2HkUWMCJhgf5p50PO4lM8QjXN-9bSricuzg4X7frgfan3xds_6YxtBu0=&c=vVzYNVX8mwD1lHLbPPXPdH2p23Ffkz-jiVSwcT-5QkDnNWRDH03w7Q==&ch=aKASqH4tMQEg7Iqwql9LaXk23w3Q83exwfIlNYfxZNDPpZpX_pWzog==
mailto:GCDelegates2024@wocumc.org


 
  



 
  

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
Alice Ann Martinjack 
Amelia Susan McBeath 
Amelia Sue McCulley 
Malachi Burgin Stacey Morehead 
Karen Cain Nyenpu 
Capital Campaign Tim Reher 
Ray Clark Angie Rizzo & Family 
Linda Conley Nehemiah Robinson 
Donny Evelyn Ruffner 
Danielle English Jean Sharp 
Pastor Rod Fightmaster Mike Spohr 
Jim Giese Susan 
Hailey Patty Taylor 
Ashley Howard Team Hope 
Israel Those seeking disability 
Linda Tornado Victims 
Martha Chuck Wright 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

HOMEBOUND 
Ginny Konerman 
Barb Lienhart 
Ruth Mathias 
Esther Reher 
Mary Anita Schaefer 
Louise & Bernie Schroeder 
Roland Zimmerman 

 

If you’d like to send a card to any  

of our shut-ins, please contact  

the office and we can give you  

the needed information. 

 

Do you have a prayer request?   

Please send it to 

kplumlee@shilohumc.com  

or call the office @ 513-451-3600 

 

Please specify if you’d like the request 

published in the newsletter, or if you’d 

like to keep it private. Urgent requests 

can be sent-out via email as well. 

 

 

For surely, I know the 

plans I have for you, says 

the Lord, plans for your 

welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with 

hope. Then when you call 

upon me and come and pray 

to me, I will hear you. 

 

Jeremiah 29: 11-12 

mailto:kplumlee@shilohumc.com


  

SHILOH PRESCHOOL



 
 
 
 

 

  



  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY



  



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



  



  

STUDENT MINISTRIES



  



 

 

  



  

JOIN US SUNDAY MAY 19TH 

PLEASE SUBMIT PICTURES TO 

OFFICE@SHILOHUMC.COM BY MAY 13TH 

mailto:OFFICE@SHILOHUMC.COM


  

MISSION MOMENTS



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

WOMEN ARE GOLD 
Happy Spring!  
April is always a slow month and a very fascinating for Rick and I, as Christians, at Women Are Gold. 
It’s a slow month because in Cambodia, this is the time when the people celebrate Khmer New Year, 
the greatest traditional festival, and also the greatest national holiday.  It is three or four days of 
festival depending on the lunar calendar. Khmer New Year begins on April 13th or can begin on April 
14th and is celebrated for three consecutive days.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The second day of New Year is 
called Wanabot, which means day 
of offering gifts to the parents, 
grandparents and elders. In the 
evening, people go to temple to 
build a mountain of sand and ask 
the monks to give them a blessing 
of happiness and peace. 
 
The third day is called day of 
“Leung Sakk;” that means the year 
starts to be counted up from this 
day, for example it is when the year 
of 2023 would change and begin to 
be 2024. Traditionally, in the 
morning, people would go to the 
temple to perform the ceremony of 
the mountain of sand to get 
blessed. In the evening, to 
complete the New Year festival, 
Khmer people need to perform the 
last ceremony, called “Pithi Srang 
Preah”, which means giving a 
special bath or a special shower to 
Buddha statues, the monks, elders, 
parents and grandparents in order 
to apologize for any mistake done 
to them and to gratify them.  
 
Everyone has a wonderful time during this ceremony because it is a great opportunity for everyone, 
young and old, man and woman, to have much fun by spreading out water to each other. 
 
During this time, as Christians, Rick and I witness the worshipping and celebrating of false gods, 
something that Theravada Buddhism is centered around and what most people in Cambodia practice. 
But, we also witness the love, loyalty, honor and respect that is given to family during this time, 
something that is absolutely beautiful and something that we know can only come from God.  
 
We are always fascinated by this time of year in Cambodia, but we are also so thankful that we have 
One True God, who is always close, can take care of our every need, and doesn’t expect offerings, 



 

 

 

  

We are always fascinated by this time of 
year in Cambodia, but we are also so 
thankful that we have One True God, 
who is always close, can take care of our 
every need, and doesn’t expect 
offerings, showers or blessings. Jesus is 
the Way!  
 

The second day of New Year is 
called Wanabot, which means day of 
offering gifts to the parents, 
grandparents and elders. In the evening, 
people go to temple to build a mountain 
of sand and ask the monks to give them 
a blessing of happiness and peace. 
 
The third day is called day of “Leung 
Sakk;” that means the year starts to be 
counted up from this day, for example it 
is when the year of 2023 
would change and begin to be 2024. 
Traditionally, in the morning, people 
would go to the temple to perform the 
ceremony of the mountain of sand to 
get blessed. In the evening, to complete 
the New Year festival, Khmer people 
need to perform the last ceremony, 
called “Pithi Srang Preah”, which means 
giving a special bath or a special shower 
to Buddha statues, the monks, elders, 
parents and grandparents in order to 
apologize for any mistake done to them 
and to gratify them. Everyone has a 
wonderful time during this ceremony 
because it is a great opportunity for 
everyone, young and old, man and 
woman, to have much fun by spreading 
out water to each other. 
 
 



 

  

During this time, as Christians, Rick and I witness the worshipping and celebrating of false gods, 
something that Theravada Buddhism is centered around and what most people in Cambodia 
practice. But, we also witness the love, loyalty, honor and respect that is given to family during this 
time, something that is absolutely beautiful and something that we know can only come from God.  
 
We are always fascinated by this time of year in Cambodia, but we are also so thankful that we have 
One True God, who is always close, can take care of our every need, and doesn’t expect offerings, 
showers or blessings. Jesus is the Way!  
 



  

COMMUNITY DINNER 

Shiloh was blessed to have local Girl Scouts, Troop 44474, volunteer to serve at our monthly 
community dinner.  We certainly needed their help with a larger than usual number of diners.  It 
was great to see all the tables full of people having a meal together and enjoying some fellowship.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Women in Faith 

JOY CIRCLE 
 

Joy Circle will be meeting on Monday, May 20th at 5:30pm in the Gathering Space. We will be 
working on a project for the upcoming Vacation Bible School. All ladies of the church are 
invited to participate. Light refreshments will be provided. More details as available. 
 
Questions? See Betty English or Janet Klem. 

THANK YOU! 
God bless everyone who donated vegetable seeds for the Jackson Area Ministries Community 
Garden Project. We collected 156 seed packets. I believe that is a record for us! 
 
-Janet Klem for United Women in Faith 



 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

THURSDAY 
 

FRIDAY 
 

SATURDAY 
 

  
 

 1 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 

2 
7:00PM - AA 

3 
5:00PM – 
LITTLE YOGI - 
ASBURY 

4 
6:00PM – 
EUCHRE – 
ASBURY 
HALL 

5 
10:30AM – ONE 
SERVICE – 
SANCTUARY 
11:30 – 
LUNCHEON – 
GYM 
1:00PM – 
PRESCHOOL 
PICNIC -OUTSIDE 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
 

6 
NO 
PICKLEBALL 
IN GYM 
 
6:30PM – NA 
 

7 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
7:00PM – 
MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE - 
ASBURY 

8 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 

9 
6:00PM 
PRESCHOOL 
GRADUATION 
GYM 
6:00PM – 
FINANCE 
COMMITTEE - 
ASBURY 
7:00PM - AA 

10 
5:00PM – 
LITTLE YOGI - 
ASBURY 
 

11 
 

12 
MOTHER’S DAY 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
 
NO YOUTH 
GROUP 

13 
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 
7:00PM – 
CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 
MEETING - 
ASBURY 
  

14 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM 
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
6:15PM - SPPRC 

15 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
12:30PM - FORTNIGHTLY 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

16 
7:00PM - AA  

17 
 

18 
9:00AM – 
WESTSIDE 
MOMS 
PLAYDATE 

19 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
 

20 
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 
6:30PM – JOY 
CIRCLE 

21 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
6:00PM – 
TRUSTEES 
7:30PM - 
LEADERSHIP 

22 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

23 
11:00AM – 
DELHI MIDDLE -
GYM 
6:30PM –VBS 
VOLUNTEER – 
GATHERING 
SPACE 
7:00PM - AA 

24 
 

25 
11:00AM – 
PRIVATE 
PARTY – 
MURRAY- 
GYM 

26 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
 
NO YOUTH 
GROUP 

27 
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 
 

28 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
 

29 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
 

30 
7:00PM - AA 

31 
5:00PM – 
COMMUNITY 
DINNER 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - MAY 



 Do you have something for our newsletter? Submit to 
kplumlee@shilohumc.com by the 20th of each month to be 
included in the next month’s publication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: 
The mission of Shiloh United Methodist Church through  

the Spirit is to glorify God, develop disciples of Jesus Christ,  

and change the world. 

 

Vision Statement: 
Our vision is to seek and share God’s gift of oneness. 

 

Shiloh Church Staff Contact Information 

Rev. Dr. John C. Whitaker: Pastor 

jwhitaker@shilohumc.com 

937-416-7262 Cell 

513-451-3600 Church Office 

 

Katie Plumlee: Office Administrator 

kplumlee@shilohumc.com 

 

Nathan Cheney: Director of Student Ministries 

ncheney@shilohumc.com 

 

Sue Squeri: Director of Children and Family Ministries 

ssqueri@shilohumc.com 

 

Sarah Pease: Children’s Ministry Program Coordinator 

spease@shilohumc.com 

 

Candace Rhoill: Preschool Director 

crhoill@shilohumc.com 

 

Jerry Suit: Traditional Worship Coordinator 

jsuit@shilohumc.com 

 

Theresa Works: Modern Worship Coordinator 

tworks@shilohumc.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us online! 
Shilohumc.com 

Facebook: @Shilohcincy 
YouTube: @Shilohcincy 

 

 

 

Shiloh United Methodist Church 
5261 Foley Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45238 

 
 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Carol Woulms 1-May 

Jen Baltzersen 4-May 

Jackson Gutzwiller 10-May 

Sandra Reher 10-May 

Gary Cox 11-May 

Emily Kelley 11-May 

Elizabeth Wong 12-May 

Ashley Andriacco 13-May 

Jonathan Cody 14-May 

Maria Coogan 14-May 

Emma Warren 15-May 

Robin John 17-May 

Gerry Mirus 17-May 

Brian Hunterman 19-May 

Gerald Suit 19-May 

Layna Sizemore 20-May 

Kenneth Kreuter 25-May 

Tana Casper 26-May 

Timothy Reher 26-May 

Carol Drescher 28-May 

Patricia Strube 28-May 

Daniel Thorman 30-May 
 

mailto:jwhitaker@shilohumc.com
mailto:kplumlee@shilohumc.com
mailto:ncheney@shilohumc.com
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