
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:16  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In Ellen Vaughn’s Radical Gratitude, she asks the question, “Is gratitude a discipline?” In other words, is it 
something we must practice regularly to develop a perpetual mindset of thankfulness? Can we force our hearts to 
be grateful? Should we have a gratitude list and check it off as we fulfill it? Is gratitude yet another discipline to be 
mastered?  
 
Ellen Vaughn claims that gratitude is not a discipline. She argues that grace is a gift of God and gratitude is what 
grace creates. Gratitude is our response to the work of God in our lives. Ellen Vaughn claims that although 
gratitude is not a discipline but rather a gift of God, there are some things we can do to enable us to receive 
gratitude. 
 
First, we remember—remember the saving grace God has offered us, salvation in Jesus Christ, We are also to 
remember the acts of grace God offers in each day—a kind word from a friend, finding something lost, feeling 
sunshine on our face. 
 
Secondly, we forget—our sins, our shame, and our successes. We confess our sins and God is faithful to forgive 
us. We recognize we are cleansed and made righteous by the righteousness of Christ. Sin is what we do or don’t 
do. Shame is about who we are. We count ourselves to be children of God. We also forget our successes, because 
we know grace was involved. All that we are, is a gift of God; there is no room for arrogance only humility. 
 
Thirdly, we look up to God—God is like no other, deserving of endless praise. 
 
Fourthly, we look around to God’s people. Gratitude comes when we connect to God’s people in community. Too 
many people are ungrateful, because they choose to live in isolation. 
 
So may you remember, forget, look up, and look around! 
 
With thanksgiving for all the saints, 
 
Pastor John 
 

 

From the Heart 
A letter from Pastor John 



  

CHURCH-WIDE UPDATES  
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 5 

 
This meaningful service is not to be missed. Candles are lit at the 9:30am and 11am worship services for 
loved ones who have died in the past year and are connected in ministry to Shiloh. 
 

Special Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference 
October 28, 2023 

 
Dave Thomas and Pastor John Whitaker attended the special session of the West Ohio Annual Conference 
at Ginghamsburg UMC. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided over the conference with nearly 800 clergy and 
lay members in attendance. Business included approving 96 churches for disaffiliation. This brings the total 
to 348 churches that have disaffiliated. This is the last round of disaffiliations in the West Ohio Annual 
Conference. The 2024 Conference budget was approved with the same amount as apportioned in 2023 for 
our remaining churches. The Conference approved the sale of Camp Widewater and Camp Otterbein. West 
Ohio camping has been operating at a deficit for years. The sale of these properties will be used to update 
the last remaining camp, Camp Wesley. For several reasons, the Conference needed to elect additional 
delegates to complete the slate for the upcoming 2024 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. This was 
accomplished. 

Bishop Palmer offered this prayer to the members of the conference and encourages all West Ohio United 
Methodists to pray this prayer through the coming months. 

“Gracious God, we humbly acknowledge that you are the source of our life. We confess we are often 
tempted to try being your church without your love, without your power. Forgive us. Grant to us, grace-full 
God to put all our hope and confidence in you. For you are Able. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.” 

The 2024 West Ohio Conference will be held May 29 – June 1, 2024, at Capital University in Bexley, Ohio 
with the theme “God is Able” based on Ephesians 3:20-21. 

 

Emergency Assistance Funds are Low 
 

One of the things that happens outside of our budget is the Emergency Assistance Fund. These funds are 
used to help families with rent, utilities, food, gasoline, and medications. This is a comfort ministry designed 
to encourage people who are in difficult situations. The fund is nearly depleted, and we have had to turn 
down numerous requests. If this is a ministry you would like to support, please write a check to Shiloh UMC 
and mark Emergency Assistance Fund on the memo.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stewardship Packets Mailed 
 

If you do not receive a Shiloh Stewardship packet in the coming week please call the church office. 
Stewardship Sunday is November 12. Estimate of Giving cards for 2024 will be dedicated on that day. The 
ministry of Living in Testimony will also be present on that day. 
 

Shiloh Church Conference  
November 14, 2023; 7:30pm 

 
Our annual church meeting which approves numerous annual reports will be held in Asbury Hall at 7:30pm 
on November 14. All church members will have vote. Everyone is welcome. Rev. Bryan Bucher from 
Westwood UMC will preside. 
 

The Eagle Court of Honor 
November 12, Shiloh Sanctuary, 2:00pm 

 
Six Scouts will be received into the Eagle Court of Honor on November 12. This is an amazing tribute to the 
ministry of scouting at Shiloh UMC. Those to be included are Tommy Bradley, Carter Ruhe, Grant Ruhe, Joe 
Helmes, Aiden Smith, and Austin Veneman. Tommy, Carter and Grant are all cousins! 
 



  
An Unlikely Advent 

Study on Tuesdays in Advent 

 

 

Rachel Billups was the pastor at Shiloh for five years. She has written a book with a study guide entitled An 

Unlikely Advent. A class based on the book will be taught by Theresa Works (Modern Worship Coordinator) and 

Nathan Cheney (Student Ministries Director).  

The class has a brief video given by Rachel Billups with teaching and discussion following. The class is on 

Tuesdays (6:00-7:30pm) beginning November 28 and continuing December 5, 12, and 19.  

If you want to take the class and receive a book, call the church office for sign-up. Pastor John will be preaching 

sermons based on the book during Advent. The sermon titles include What if I Missed It?, Playing the Villain, A 

Curious People, and When God Shows Up. 

 



  

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Adam & Lisa Ruth Mathias 

Andrew Matthew 

Angie Susan McBeath 

Rambo Blackman Nyenpu 

Carson Karen Weddle Peppers 

Barb Coletta Terry Powell 

Linn Crossty-Cody and Family Cindy Schmidt 

Barb Daria Jim Sefton 

Emily Day Shawna 

Betty English Family of Alan Sippel 

Danielle English Linda Swales 

Hailey Jack Thompson 

Isaac Veronica 

Jim & Amy Sierra Williams 

Jordan Carole Winton 

Logan Jane Wise 

Maria  

 

HOMEBOUND 
Ginny Konerman 
Barb Lienhart 
Ruth Mathias 
Esther Reher 
Mary Anita Schaefer 
Roland Zimmerman 

 

If you’d like to send a card to any  

of our shut-ins, please contact  

the office and we can give you  

the needed information. 

 

Do you have a prayer request?   

Please send it to 

kplumlee@shilohumc.com  

or call the office @ 513-451-3600 

 

Please specify if you’d like the request 

published in the newsletter, or if you’d 

like to keep it private. Urgent requests 

can be sent-out via email as well. 

 

 

For surely, I know the 

plans I have for you, says 

the Lord, plans for your 

welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with 

hope. Then when you call 

upon me and come and pray 

to me, I will hear you. 

 

Jeremiah 29: 11-12 

mailto:kplumlee@shilohumc.com


  



 
 
 
 

 

  



  



  



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

  



  



 
  



 

  



 

  

Trunk or Treat
We had a tremendous turnout. A big thank you to the Boy

Scouts for grilling 425 hotdogs and to all our volunteers

who helped make this such a great event. 



  

Trunk or Treat



 

  



 

 

 

  

COMMUNITY DINNER & SCOUTS 
 
Scout Slogan "Do a Good Turn Daily."  Troop 350 Boys Scouts and Pack 300 Webelos 2 Cub Scouts, pair up 
to serve at Shiloh's October community dinner.  Shiloh is blessed to have such a mutually beneficial 
connection with Scouting! 



 

 

 

  

United Women in Faith 



  



 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

THURSDAY 
 

FRIDAY 
 

SATURDAY 
 

   1 
10:00AM – GRIEFSHARE 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 

2 
7:00PM – AA 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
6:00PM - 
BOUNDARIES 

6 
10:00AM – 
METZCOR 
6:30PM – NA 
 

7 
ELECTION DAY 
 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
 
 

8 
10:00AM – GRIEFSHARE 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
2:30PM – DELHI MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – GYM  
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 

9 
2:30PM – DELHI 
MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – 
GYM  
6:00PM -
FINANCE 
MEETING 
7:00PM - AA 

10 
 

11 
9:00AM – 
CHRISTMAS 
BOUTIQUE 

12 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
12:30PM – 
EAGLE 
CEREMONY 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
6:00PM - 
BOUNDARIES 

13 
10:00AM – 
METZCOR 
2:30PM – 
DELHI 
MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – 
GYM  
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 

14 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
2:30PM – DELHI 
MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – 
GYM  
4:00PM - TAAA 
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
6:00PM – SPPRC 
7:30PM – 
CHARGE 
CONFERENCE. 

15 
10:00AM – GRIEFSHARE 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
12:30PM – FORTNIGHTLY 
2:30PM – DELHI MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – GYM  
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 

16 
7:00PM – AA  
7:00PM – 
NOMINATIONS - 
ASBURY 

17 
2:30PM – 
DELHI 
MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – 
GYM  
5:00PM – 
COMMUNITY 
DINNER 
 

18 
 

19 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL 
 11:00AM – 
MODERN 
12:30PM – 
VOLUNTEER 
LUNCH 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
6:00PM - 
BOUNDARIES 

20 
10:00AM – 
METZCOR 
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 

21 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM – 
SCOUTS 
6:00PM - 
TRUSTEES 

22 
10:00AM – GRIEFSHARE 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

23 
THANKSGIVING 
DAY 
7:00PM – AA 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
9:30AM – 
TRADITIONAL  
11:00AM – 
MODERN 
6:00PM – YOUTH 
6:00PM - 
BOUNDARIES 

27 
10:00AM – 
METZCOR 
2:30PM – 
DELHI 
MIDDLE 
BASKETBALL – 
GYM  
6:00PM – 
PICKLEBALL 
6:30PM – NA 

28 
11:00AM – 
UPPER ROOM  
6:00PM - 
SCOUTS 

29 
10:00AM – GRIEFSHARE 
12:30PM – STAFF MTG 
6:00PM – KIDS CLUB 
7:00PM –CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

30   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - OCTOBER 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR 
HOLIDAY 



 Do you have something for our newsletter? Submit to 
kplumlee@shilohumc.com by the 20th of each month to be 
included in the next month’s publication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: 
The mission of Shiloh United Methodist Church through  

the Spirit is to glorify God, develop disciples of Jesus Christ,  

and change the world. 

 

Vision Statement: 
Our vision is to seek and share God’s gift of oneness. 

 

Shiloh Church Staff Contact Information 

Rev. Dr. John C. Whitaker: Pastor 

jwhitaker@shilohumc.com 

937-416-7262 Cell 

513-451-3600 Church Office 

 

Katie Plumlee: Office Administrator 

kplumlee@shilohumc.com 

 

Nathan Cheney: Director of Student Ministries 

ncheney@shilohumc.com 

 

Sue Squeri: Director of Children and Family Ministries 

ssqueri@shilohumc.com 

 

Sarah Pease: Children’s Ministry Program Coordinator 

spease@shilohumc.com 

 

Candace Rhoill: Preschool Director 

crhoill@shilohumc.com 

 

Jerry Suit: Traditional Worship Coordinator 

jsuit@shilohumc.com 

 

Theresa Works: Modern Worship Coordinator 

tworks@shilohumc.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us online! 
Shilohumc.com 

Facebook: @Shilohcincy 
YouTube: @Shilohcincy 

 

 

 

Shiloh United Methodist Church 
5261 Foley Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45238 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Mike John 1-Nov 

Gabriella Mullins 2-Nov 

Traci Ward 4-Nov 

Grace Jewell 4-Nov 

Zachary Deffinger 6-Nov 

Elizabeth Carter 6-Nov 

Carlene Plasek 7-Nov 

Ron Watkins 9-Nov 

Thomas Litteral 10-Nov 

John Coletta 12-Nov 

Darlene Radcliffe 12-Nov 

Linda Owen 15-Nov 

Joey Obert 15-Nov 

Steve Grzebyk 18-Nov 

Joyce Adkins 18-Nov 

Donald Dibowski 19-Nov 

Michael Woulms 21-Nov 

James Works 21-Nov 

Ruth Mathias 23-Nov 

Tonya Chaney 24-Nov 

Erin Roddy 25-Nov 

Ronnie Williams 25-Nov 

Jason McKee 27-Nov 

Rick Ayers 27-Nov 

Corrine Sizemore 28-Nov 

Jane Ann Woulms 30-Nov 

Clyde Kober 30-Nov 
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